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Airways the 8-40, a four-engined flying boat, which was
christened the '* American Clipper/' This plane was
the first of a series of large flying Clipper ships that have
been used successfully for long distance air travel to
South America, and which eventually started the trans-
Pacific air-line, and the trans-Atlantic air route.
I did a considerable amount of flying in this plane,
but was usually so busy making observations, watching
the instruments in the pilot's cabin, and solving various
engineering problems, that I had little opportunity to
get an impression of the flight as a passenger. Further-
more, all the preliminary flights were made with the
structure bare, that is, without any interior arrange-
ments, trimmings or seats. In this state the cabin was
very noisy, and it was difficult to move about because
the temporary floors were covered with a number of
sandbags to represent the useful load. Finally, all tests
were completed successfully and the ship returned to
the factory for the installation of seats, tables, trim-
mings, carpets and other fittings.
Upon acceptance of the plane by Pan-American
Airways, I was invited on a flight over New York with
several members of the Board of Directors of that organ-
ization and a few other guests. The Pan-American
pilots and crew were now in charge of the ship. I had
no duties on board, and was able to enjoy the flight over
New York, which was made partly above the clouds.
We admired the scenery of the clouds against the setting
sun, and the city which could be seen from time to time
between the clouds.
On the way back to Bridgeport, the pilot throttled
the engines and gradually brought the ship down to a
lower altitude. The sun was already below the horizon,